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(54) ACTIVATION DISCRIMINATING METHOD FOR OXYGEN CONCENTRATION SENSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To shorten an activation time after the 
restarting of an internal combustion engine by making a 
reference activation time short in the restarting within a 
specific time after the stop of the operation of the 
internal combustion engine. 

CONSTITUTION: A sensor 21 is considered to have 
heating value required for activation and it is decided 
that the activation is completed the reference activation 
time after a heater current supply circuit 25 supplies a 
heater current to the heating element of an oxygen 
concentration sensor 21 to begin to activate the sensor 
21. The continuance of an engine rotation stop state, on 
the other hand, is decided by a time counter and said 
reference activation time is set short at the restart of 
the engine within the specific time from the stop point of 
the engine rotation. Consequently, the activation time 
after the restart is shortened and exhaust gas purging 
performance is improved correspondingly. 
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